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Second Semester:

The second semester is underway and students are adjusting to their new classes, as well as, the construction.  The first semester wrapped up with a half day of exams on January 20th.  This year every student at the high school had an accumulative exam over the every course and the exams comprised twenty percent (25%) of the student’s semester grade.  In addition, for the first time the VMS 7th and 8th graders also had exams that accounted for ten percent (10%) of their semester grade.  As the state mandates and requirements place more emphasis on student performance on standardized testing exams have and will continue play a larger, more emphasized role in the educational process.

Michigan Merit Exam:

It is that time of year again when Vestaburg High School will be conducting the Michigan Merit Exam.  The dates for the test are March 6th, 7th, and 8th. During this time, it is imperative that all juniors are in school, well rested, and ready to give their best effort.   The results of this exam are used to measure the success and effectiveness of schools statewide.  Thus, how the students perform has serious consequences for both the individual and the school district. In addition, students in grades 8-10 will also be participating in the Plan and Explore Exams.  The results of these exams are used to determine curriculum changes, as well as, programming for individual schools.

ACT Prep:

In an effort to help prepare our 11th grade students for the upcoming ACT test that will be given as part of the Michigan Merit Exam, V.H.S instructors Amanda Slezak, Larry Koutz, and Karen Nickerson are conducting test prep sessions.  The sessions cover Science, English Language Arts, and Mathematics are being held after school and on weekends.  The sessions are free to students and are designed to help prepare the students for the upcoming test by reviewing pertinent information and test taking strategies.  A special thanks for to Mrs. Barb Alexander, VCS Counselor, for taking the time to initiate and to help organize these sessions for our students!

Sessions are:  

Math
  
Feb. 18th
9:30am -12:00pm  
(Conducted by Mr. Koutz)

                
Feb. 11th            
9:30am -12:00pm 
(Conducted by Mr. Koutz)

Science  
Jan. 25th           
5:30-6:30pm           
(Conducted by Mrs. Slezak)

Feb. 7th  

5:30-6:30pm           
(Conducted by Mrs. Slezak)

English

Feb. 13th 
5:30-6:30pm
    
(Conducted by Mrs. Nickerson)
Student Behavior/Interaction:

Starting the second semester, the VMS has implemented a much more strict discipline policy.  Due to the extremely high number of disrupting behaviors it was decided that students that misbehaved would be required to come to the office with less warnings and would then be required to fill out a Responsible Thinking form describing why their actions were inappropriate, three things they can do differently, and what they are going to do to change the behavior in the future.  In addition, students are going to be participating in Goal Setting and Motivation lessons during their wrap-up courses, along with reading a book on “Bullying” during their Reading Enrichment time and they will be completing an online “Bullying” curriculum in their Technology rotation.
Parent Communication:

In an attempt to help promote leadership and responsibility, in addition to increasing communication, the MS/HS staff has been sending home “Caught Doing Good” letters to parents and students when they see a student do the right thing or go above and beyond.  In addition, starting the second semester the staff will also be sending home letters to parents when their child is receiving a D+ or lower in a class.  Additional letters will be sent home if a student falls below the passing line (F).  At the middle school level staff will be sending home progress reports with missing assignments every two weeks to help keep parents informed.  These procedures are all part of our School Improvement Plan to improve communication.
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